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THE DECORATOR AND FURNISHER. 



January, 1895. 



the development, in the 
eleventh century, of the 
" champleve " enamels, in 
which the metal plate has 
been hollowed out to re- 
ceive the vitrifying pastes, 
a variety of enamel work 
of which Limoges became 
the center in the following 
century. 

In goldsmith's work the 
forms were of a simple 
character. Filigrees and 
colored stones in prominent 
settings formed its principal 
decoration. The cups, 
chalices, etc., were widely 
splayed, and generally cir- 
cular. 




Comb in Carved Ivory. 



THE PASSING OF THE CABINETMAKER. 




URNITURE manufacturersemploy machinery 
almost exclusively to make the various parts 
entering into the construction of furniture 
of all kinds. They usually make up a given 
number of sets, say, for instance, twenty- 
five bedsteads, twenty-five washstands, 
twenty-five sideboards, dressers or bureaus, 
and the usual accompaniment in chairs, ac- 
cording to the pattern of the set. When the style is deter- 
mined upon, the foreman or superintendent of the factory makes 
his plans for the duplication of the various parts. At this point 
■ * . ._ ...; .. the employment of fur- 

y'.-.'- .' niture-making machin- 

ery comes in to the very 
best advantage. The 
rough lumber, cut up 
into various sizes, is 
passed into the planer to 
be dressed down to the 
proper thicknesses and 
. smoothness, and then 
through the various ma- 
chines for the tenoning 
. and jointing if required, 
and for tlie proper pro- 
cesses which will enable 
each and every part to 
come together in its 
proper place with ac- 
curacy and advantage. 

Sometimes common 
or cheap lumber is em- 
ployed and the veneered 
front placed upon it. 
Lumber is often built 
up of three or four 
different thicknesses by 
a gluing process, which 
is done for economy's 
Even after the lumber is cut to size and to shape, the 
various pieces are passed through a power-feed 
sand-papering machine and smoothed down to 
the closest finish possible, so that the final result 
will be a perfect finish for the varnish or paint 
surface. 

For each of the different processes in the 
manufacture of furniture a machine has been de- 
signed, so that all that is really necessary in a 
model furniture factory are the requisite machines 
to manufacture each and every part. After this 
is done it is only a question of putting together. 
All of the machines employed for these purposes 
are exceedingly rapid, and save much labor, re- 
quiring but a few operations and only one at- 
tendant — in fact, in some of these processes one 
man can carry through the different parts to the 




Comb in Carved Ivory.' 



sake. 
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various machines until completion. He has one valuable 
assistant in rapid production, what is called here a factory 
truck, that is, a frame mounted on wheels with supports. The 
rough lumber, or rather the dimension stock as it comes from 
the saw machine, is placed upon one of these trucks, and is 
passed to the first machine for the first operation. An empty 
truck lying on the other side of the machine is filled up with the 
material as it comes from the machine. This truck is then 
passed rapidly to the next machine for the next operation, and 
so on, until the pieces arrive at a state of completion. 

Now when all of the pieces that enter into the construction 
of the sets, as indicated above, have been finished they are 
taken to an assembling room and there put together by ordinary 
skilled labor, and in a very short time from the pieces as a mass 
come forth the various forms of furniture to be placed into the 
hands of the varnisher to receive the final coating. Thus it is 
that manufacturers here make furniture in such large quantities, 
of such elegant design, and at the same time so economically. 

It has been rather a slow process to arrive at the standard of 
perfection which is to be seen in almost all of the furniture fac- 
tories in the United States at the present time. All kinds of 
furniture are made. It is of different woods and of different 
value, and in almost every instance machinery is almost wholly 
employed to make it. The one essential point is that 
all reproductions of the various parts that enter into 
the formation of a single piece of furniture shall be 
exactly alike, so that when the final putting together 
takes place ■ there is no un- 
evenness and no ill-fitting, 
everything coming together 
exactly and reliably. 

In a general article of this 
kind it cannot be definitely 
stated just what machines 
ought to be employed, for 
that depends upon the size 
of the factory. There are 
large and many small fac- 
tories in the United States 
exclusively devoted to the 
manufacture of furniture by 
machinery alone. No cabi- 
netmakers whatever are em- 
ployed. They have nothing 
whatever to do with the 
construction of furniture as 
it is now made in this 
country. Ordinary skilled 
help is employed almost en- 
tirely. It can be safely esti- 
mated that a modern furni- 
ture factory on the Ameri- 
can plan can be fitted out 
with the latest and best ma- 
chinery and best appliances, 
including engine and boiler, 
for about $10, 000, according 
to the desires of the parties 
interested and the requirements of their trade. This outfit can be 
doubled, and, of course, the capacity increased just as much, but 
with $10,000 expended in the machinery department of the furni- 
ture factory there can be produced with it annually a bout $150,000 
worth of furniture. 







Comb of St. Goslin, with Romano- 
Byzantine Decoration. 







Romanesque Ivory Coffer. 



